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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — OPENING 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.06 pm]: I rise to inform the 
house that the new Perth Children’s Hospital is now open for business. It took a big effort to get this hospital back 
on track, but Western Australian kids can finally see the benefits of the world-class facility. 

On Sunday, we safely moved 91 of WA’s sickest kids from Princess Margaret Hospital for Children to the new 
Perth Children’s Hospital. This included 15 babies from the neonatal intensive care unit and seven intensive care 
patients. It was the biggest move of young patients in WA history, and this incredible achievement was executed 
safely and with military precision by 650 staff and emergency personnel. It was a complex, logistical operation 
involving staff from PMH, PCH, Main Roads, the WA Police Force and a convoy of ambulances. 

Staff at the newly opened emergency department saw 185 young patients during the first day and night of 
operation, with 21 children being admitted to hospital overnight. During the first night, five emergency surgeries 
were completed in the hospital’s state-of-the-art theatre complex, with 16 more surgeries conducted on Monday. 

The Premier and the Minister for Health were both at the hospital early Sunday morning to greet the first of those 
arrivals, young Darius, who has bone cancer. He said that his new ward was colourful and his private room had 
everything he needed to get well. He could not have been happier. He liked the new rooms, the better bathrooms 
and that his mum can stay with him in the same room. Best of all, Darius is a huge Fremantle Dockers supporter! 

It was an emotional day for the staff and patients saying goodbye to PMH, a hospital that has been a part of this 
state’s history, but also an exciting one as we enter a new era of paediatric care in WA. It is sometimes easy in the 
midst of such a big project and so many headlines to lose focus on the reasons this hospital was built and the 
difference it will make in so many young lives. This hospital was built for our kids, and that is why we fought so 
hard to get it open. 

Hon Roger Cook, MLA, Minister for Health; Mental Health, attested that opening the hospital has been not only one 
of his greatest challenges as Minister for Health, but also one of the most rewarding. We fixed the water issues 
plaguing Perth Children’s Hospital and we got it open! The McGowan government was committed to opening 
Perth Children’s Hospital safely and to the highest standards, and that is exactly what we have done. We are proud 
to have delivered this great facility for WA kids and their families. Perth Children’s Hospital is now open for business. 
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